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g&a iag ral rdscoe reset HimaxogTria. y. s. navy 


a**r Admiral Hillenkoetter, bom in St. Louis, Missouri, May 8, 1897, was 
appointed to the U* S. Naval Academy in 1916. As a Midshipman, ho served in 
th«» tmmamr of 1918 in the TTS3 MINNESOTA whioh operated with the Atlantic Fleet 
duifing the No rid Mur. As a First Classman he won the watch presented annually 
ey Hr.. Story Van Btfka to a member of the graduating class for the best original 
article or theme on any naval or equally patriotic subject. He was also a 
neraher of the Academy baseball team. Graduated with distinction and comis- 
sioned Ensign in June 1919, with the Class of 1920, lie subsequently progressed 
in grade until his promotion to Captain, Jun« 18, 1942. His selection to Rear 
Admiral was approved by the President November 28, 1946. His date of rank as 
a Rear Admiral is March 4, 1944. 

After his graduation. Rear Admiral Hillenkoetter served in routine na val 
assignments, including qualification and service in submarines* His tours of 
duly included one as an instructor in the Department of Modem Languages at the 
Naval Academy in 1929 - 1931. Subsequently he served in Nicaragua in connection 
with the disorders and elections in 1931 - 1932* 

From November 1933 until September 1935 Rear Admiral Hillenkoetter was 
Assistant Naval Attache at the American Embassy in Paris, France* After further 
seat duty and a short tour in the Office of Chief of Naval Operations in Washing- 
ton, he returned to Franoe in April 1938 as Assistant Naval Attache at the 
lafc-assy in Paris, with additional duty as the Assistant Naval Attache at the 
Ame rican Embassy in Madrid, Spain and the American Legation in Lisbon, Portu- 
gal* His duties os Assistant Naval Attache in Madrid were of more than routine 
nature due to the problems in connection with the Spanish Civil Mir, then in 
progress. 

In April 1940 he was designated Naval Attache and Naval Attache for Air 
at the Araoriotm Embassy in Paris and was relieved of his duties in Madrid and 
Lisbon. 3 b was later assigned additional duty as Naval Attache and Naval Att ach e 
for Air at the American Embassy in Vichy, Franoe. This tour as the Naval Attach* 
in Franoe embraced the period of the German invasion of France and the fall of 
France, and the subsequent government of Marsha! Petal a* 

Detached from that assignment August 30, 1941, Rear Admiral Hillenkoetter 
returned to the United States. On November 19, 1941, ha joined tho US8 NEST 
VIRGINIA as exsoutive off ioer and was serving in that duty during the J apane se 
attack on Pearl Harbor, T. II., on December 7, 1941, being wounded in that attack 
whioh sank the NEST VIRGINIA at her berth. Transferred to the TJSS MARYLAND at 
Pearl Harbor on December 15, 1941, he served as executive officer of that battle- 
ship, damaged in Idle attack but repaired and returned to duty in the South Pacific 
in February 1942, until July S, 1942, 

Following brief duty in the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, Navy 
Department, Washington, D. C. , Rear Admiral Hillenkoetter served as Officer in 
dharge of Intelligence on the Staff of the Caseaander in Chief, Pacific Ocean Area, 
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from September 1942 until March 1945* Transferred to ooomaad of the VSS 'ar m . 
he served in that oo wn a nd until February 1944, with additional duty during that 
period as Representative, Cownandor, Destroyers, Paoifio Fleet, in the South 
Paoifio Area* For his sarrioes in command of the DIXIE during the Soloaon 
Islands oaapaign he was awarded the Bronse Star Medal with the following cita- 
tion* 

BRONZE STAB MEDAL t 

•For meritorious service as Coraoanding Officer of the USS DIXIE 
during operations against enemy Japanese forces in the Soloaon 
Islands and Sew Hebrides from April 1943, to February 1944. Apply- 
ing outstanding professional skill to the performance of his duties. 

Bear Admiral Willenkostter directed his ship in the servicing of 
large numbers of destroyers during long arduous Gampai ana in 
these areas* By his leadership, detention and d^Sto duty, 

Bear Admiral Hillenlaoetter upheld the highest tradition# of the 
Uhl ted States Naval Service. ” 

Following detaohwnt from camuand of the DIXIE on February 7, 1944 Sear 
Adisiral Hil lenkoette r reported March 14, 1944 for duty in the Bureau of laval 
Personnel , Bavy Department, Washington, 0.0*, serving as Assistant Director of 
Training, and later as Director of Planning and Control. For services in this 
laiSter capacity he was Awarded the Legion of Merit, with the following citation* 

LEGION 0 F MBRTTt 

•Pbr exceptionally Meritorious oonduet in the performance of out- 
standing services to the Government of the Halted States as Director 
of Planning and Control, Bureau of Naval Personnel, from August 15, 

1944, to September 24, 1945. Responsible for the initiation, co- 
ordination and implementation of personnel plans. Captain Billenkoetter 
rendered invaluable eorrloe In meeting the peak war effort's changing 
demands with the trained manpower necessary to non ships and stations, 
so that the attack was never stayed for lack of the flow of 

trained personnel. His breadth of vision and tireless efforts have 
bsen of inestimable assistance in handling the varying requirements 
of war and in oarrying forward improvement# in the procedures and 
methods of personnel pl«ning end utilisation. By his brilliant pro- 
fessional ability and steadfast devotion to duty. Captain Hil l enko otter 
aided in maintaining the greatest econoiay in the use of the nations 
manpower and contributed materially to the successful pro scout ion of 
nar# 

After the cessation of hostilities. Bear Admiral HUleakoetter assumed 
command of the battleship, $96 MISSOURI, in October 1946. Under Ms command the 
MISSOURI transported to Turkey in the spring of 1946 the body of the late Turkish 
Ambassador, Mehmet Itoir Ertegun. At Gibraltar Admiral Henry » Hewitt, USE. 
Commander United States Naval Forces in Europe, boarded the MISSOURI and nt mr 
pleted the reminder of her cruise, escorted by the destroyer USS POWER and the 
cruiser USS PROVT DEUCE, The MISSOURI anchored in the Bosphorus, off Istanbul, 
iriiere the body of the ambassador was removed and the ship was opened to visitors. 
After visiting the porta of Piraeus, Naples, Algiers and Tangier, the MISSOURI 
retimed to Gibraltar and from there to the United States, arriving In Norfolk 
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wy 9 0 m s, This visit of tho xxawm to TUrt*y MS tho flrmt visit to that 
jj ^.a M , warship since theafcakedoen orule© of the WS CHSSTSrt la 
***£ ftttrtag thl» oruli*, liar Admiral HUlentoetter «u mnM 
ffcoeni*, degree of Coatsndsr, by the Government of Grm mm, 
preseritatiott Wing made at Athens on April 10, 1948, and mas awarded the Order 
of Saint Maurice and Saint Lasarus, degree of Cmoaander, by tho Government of 
Italy, presentation being made on April 22, IMS. 

Adml f al TTi n*a5cDotter was reliersd of coanaad of the MISSOTSI shortly 
S**-**' T*" oa JlBl 3 r 29# 1»#6, reported to Parle, France, for his 
* hl 5® *•**£ of ’ th *f** this time as. Sana Attache. His selection to tho 
rank of Wear Adniral was approved by the President on November 23, 1948. Bo- 
turning to the Ohited States he report** on April 7, 1947, to tho Office of tho 

°f for *P ooial ^uty. ; Oa May 1, 1947 President Truman appointed 

Rsar Admiral lailemfeoetter Director of the Central Intelligence Croup. 


t0 A^° ° f IIerit » the Bronze Star Medal, and the Purple 

?i^? 1 if7^^?T lral ^ H 5 ll0nkoettor has th ® nctor y Atlantia Fleet 

“J is • ntitl * d to th © American Defense Service ifedal, 

:T* f rea Ca ®?aign Medal, the American Area Campaign Medal/a^d 

the florid ifcr II Victory Medal. In addition to the Order of the Pteonlx. dears. 

SslntT^ame ^JUl*** ”* th ® 0rder of S**** »wrioo Ld 

Sr Lacarus, degree of Commander, fro* the Government of Italy, he also has 

S*th« S J° n ° f Ho J or * JJ® 8 * of 0fflcer » and the Order of Maritime iSerit, awarded 

5‘ Hioaro^rr* nt ° f * rma *• Rnd the Medal of M»*lt presented by tho OoveraMnt 

Of hif^2r fi SL al u 4d S*/i S l ^ ~l Ct. Louis, Missouri, and that 

^ ?* ^ an * Clark) Hillenkoetter, is care of Captain G. F. 

Clark (HC), TON, Naval Hospital, Chelsea, Massachusetts. 
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